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mended reenforcements. His views came November 27 in the midst of
southern efforts to persuade Buchanan that the reenforcements were
unnecessary. Trescott had continued his work on Floyd. At first his
efforts had some effect and Floyd seemed inclined to assure southern
leaders that no hostile steps would be taken. He was temperamental,
however, and he began to feel resentful at their pressure. He was par-
ticularly upset by Trescott's continuous demands for a pledge not to
send aid. The Assistant Secretary was threatening to resign and go
home if he didn't get this promise, and swore that his resignation would
be the signal for the Charlestonians to storm the forts. Floyd corn-
plained that he did not see why, if he saw fit to send a few men or some
boxes of munitions to the forts in the routine of administration, he
should be showered with telegrams, admonitory and abusive. He was
not going to leave government property at the mercy of any mob which
might get out of hand, he said. Yet he was careful not to send any re-
enforcements to Anderson.
Floyd's failure to act roused Black and Cass? who went to the Presi-
dent. He agreed that something should be done, and ordered Secretary
Floyd to send the necessary force. This only provoked Floyd's desire
to be contrary, and he found a new excuse for delay. He persuaded the
President that nothing should be done without consulting General Scott,
who had kept his headquarters in New York since quarreling with
Jefferson Davis, Secretary of War in the last administration. Buchanan
agreed to the delay, and Scott was sent for. Unfortunately he was ill,
and his advice must wait upon his recovery.
During the week end of the 24th just prior to the arrival of Ander-
son's message, the southern phaknx, Cobb, Thompson, and Trescott,
matured a plan to prevent the sending of reenforcements by an ex-
change of pledges. They would try to persuade Buchanan to abandon
the despatch of troops if Trescott could secure a promise from the
Governor of South Carolina that the federal property would be safe.
Buchanan did not discourage this plan, but viewed it with relief be-
cause it would remove his fear of the loss of the forts and at the same
time free him from the danger of causing a collision. So Trescott wrote
to Gist on November 26, and brought the Governor's favorable reply
three days later, while the question of Anderson's recommendation was